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On Tuesday evening, Sep- 
tember 22nd, the South 
Conway County Public 
School Foundation will 
host the 16th Annual “Race 
to the Future” Fund-raising 
Event. Funds raised dur- 
ing this year’s campaign 
will be used to implement 
Gateway courses at Mor-
rilton Junior High School.
The U.S. Department of 
Commerce estimates that 
jobs in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math 
(STEM) will grow 17% 
by 2018 – nearly double 
the growth for non-STEM 
fields. By 2018, it is es-
timated that the United 
States will have more than 
1.2 million unfilled STEM 
jobs.  
To better equip learners 
at Morrilton Junior High 
School for these demands, 
the South Conway County 
School District will begin 
offering the Gateway cur-
riculum developed by Proj-
ect Lead the Way (PLTW), 
the nation’s leading provid-
er of K-12 STEM programs.
MJHS will offer two foun-

dational Gateway courses, 
Design & Modeling (fall 
2015) and Automation & 
Robotics (spring 2016).  
The approximate start-up 
cost for technology and 
equipment for these two 
courses is $40,000.  
In Design & Modeling, stu-
dents will apply the design 
process to solve problems 
and understand the in-
fluence of creativity and 
innovation in their lives. 
Using Autodesk design 
software, students will cre-
ate a virtual image of their 
playground and furniture 
designs, as well as their in-
novative solutions.  
In Automation & Robot-
ics, students will trace 
the history, development, 
and influence of automa-
tion and robotics as they 
learn about mechanical 
systems, energy transfer, 
machine automation, and 
computer control systems.  
Students will use the VEX 
Robotics platform to de-
sign, build, and program 
real-world objects, such as 
traffic lights, toll booths, 

and robotic arms. More 
information about Project 
Lead the Way and Gateway 
is available at pltw.org. 
The South Conway County 
School District is excited 
about offering this pro-
gram of study at MJHS.  
Donations from the South 
Conway County Public 
School Foundation will be 
used to purchase computer 
technology and equipment 
necessary for the founda-
tional units of Design & 
Modeling and Automation 
& Robotics.  
Send your support in early 
using the sponsorship form 
inside this newsletter to 
be included in the printed 
program. If you prefer to 
give online that option is 
available on our web site at 
www.sccpsf.org.
Thank you in advance for 
your continued support 
of the Foundation and its 
commitment to the So uth 
Conway County School 
District.
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Patty Rainey Retires After 33 Years of Service

The South Conway County 
Public School Foundation 
congratulates Patty Rainey 
on her retirement after a 
total of 33 years with South 
Conway County School 
District - 25 of those years 
in the counselor’s office at 
Morrilton High School.
Since the foundation be-
gan, Mrs. Rainey has been 
invaluable to the Foun-
dation board. We have 
appreciated her constant 
help and support, her will-

ingness to always take the 
time to give us advice, and 
her organization and effi-
ciency with the scholarship 
program.  She has made a 
big difference in the lives of 
many students.
During her years at Mor-
rilton High School, Rain-
ey developed a plan to 
improve ACT scores; the 
Devil Dog Helping Hands 
program, in which seniors 
tutor and mentor younger 
students for one period 

of the school day; and the 
Morrilton High School 
Student Pride program. 
She established student 
recognition programs and 
increased the number and 
monetary value of scholar-
ships received by seniors 
each year, with the total 
this year reaching approxi-
mately $4 million.
We will truly miss Patty 
Rainey and wish her many 
happy years ahead to travel 
and enjoy her family.

Thank you, Mrs. Rainey, for 
your dedication to the students 

of Morriltion High School!

MHS National Merit Winner

2015 Morrilton High 
School graduate and cap-
tain of the State Champi-
on MHS Quiz Bowl team, 
Jonathan Rankin, has 
been named a National 
Merit Winner.  
The National Merit Schol-
arship Program is an aca-
demic competition for 
recognition and  scholar-
ships that began in 1955. 
High school students en-
ter the National Merit 
Program by taking the 
Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying test- a test which 
serves as an initial screen 
of approximately 1.5 mil-
lion students per year and 
by meeting published pro-
gram entry and participa-
tion requirements.
Less than 1% of each state’s 

high school seniors qual-
ify for this distinguished 
program. Jonathan’s test 
scores qualified him as a 
National Merit Finalist. 
Because of this standing 
he received the Chancel-
lor’s Merit Scholarship 
from the University or 
Arkansas in Fayetteville. 
This scholarship has a val-
ue of up to $40,000 over 
a four year period. In ad-
dition, the National Merit 
Scholarship Program has 
awarded him a stipend for 
four years.  The Sam M. 
Walton College of Busi-
ness Honors Program has 
also awarded Jonathan a 
$2,000 scholarship renew-
able for four years based 
on his impressive creden-
tials. 
Jonathan also received the 

Arkansas Governor’s Dis-
tinguished Scholarship 
based on his ACT score, 
academic grade point av-
erage, and his standing as 
a National Merit Finalist.  
This scholarship is valued 
at $10,000 for four years. 
Jonathan is enrolled in the 
U of A Sam M. Walton 
College of Business Hon-
ors Program for the fall. 
He plans to pursue finance 

as his field of study.
The South Conway County 
Public School Foundation 
congratulates Jonathan 
and all of the educators 
within the South Conway 
County School District 
that have supported his 
educational journey.
We look forward to hav-
ing many more National 
Merit Winners in the fu-
ture.



“Hark the Sound of Devil 
Dog Voices” was heard 
yet again Saturday, June 
6, 2015,  as 200 Morrilton 
High School friends and 
alumni joined in the sing-
ing of the MHS Alma Ma-
ter at 15th Annual Devil 
Dog Reunion Brunch that 
is held for MHS classes 
that have had their 50th 
class reunions. 
Welcomed into this “gold-
en” group this year was 
the MHS Class of 1965, 
the last class to graduate 
from the old Morrilton 
High School building.  

MHS Class of 1963 mem-
ber, Stan Willis, served as 
program emcee. Featured 
in the program was the 
old MHS Building and a 
letter to the Class of ’65 by 
Mr. Don Elliot, principal 
of MHS for a number of 
years. 
Mr. Shawn Halbrook, 
MHS Class of 1990 and 
the South Conway School 
District Superintendent, 
welcomed the group and 
gave a report on the state 
of our school district.
Kat her ine  Har wo o d 
Foust, “58, represented 

the South Conway Coun-
ty Public School Founda-
tion and accepted a check 
from the Class of 1964 in 
appreciation of the foun-
dation’s support of the 
school district. 
For more information 
about the brunch and/or 
the alumni committee,  
contact Carolyn Stacks 
Massingill, ‘59 at 354-
5806, or Phyllis Scroggins 
McKuin, ‘62, at 354-5346..
Next year’s brunch will be 
on Saturday, June 11. 
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Become a Friend of the Foundation

Devil Dog Reunion Recap

the bar for education in 
the Morrilton area. 
W e  b e l i e v e  t h e 
Foundation’s influence 
is instrumental in giving 
the district confidence 
to  s tep-out  and t r y 
n e w  e d u c a t i o n a l 
approaches.

Help us continue to be 
a positive influence for 
education in the Morrilton 
area by becoming a Friend 
of the Foundation today!
T h e  S C C P S F  i s  a 
501(c)(3) organization, 
making all your donations  
tax deductible!

Friends of the Foundation 
are very important. Funds 
gained through Friends of 
the Foundation support 
ongoing efforts of the 
Foundation.
Being a Friend  is a great 
way to show your personal 
commitment to raising 

Summer, 2015

Did you know that the 
South Conway 
County Public 

School Foundation 
has virtually no 

administrative costs? 
All money contributed 

goes toward 
enhancing student 

achievement!

Friend oF the Foundation
Remove this portion and return with donation or for more information to:

South Conway County Public School Foundation
P.O. Box 318, Morrilton, Arkansas 72110
Online giving available at www.sccpsf.crg

Consider me a Friend of the Foundation. My tax-deductible contribution, payable to the
South Conway County Public School Foundation, is enclosed.

 _____ Benefactor: $1,000  _____ Sponsor: $100   _____ Contributor: $25

 _____ Patron: $500   _____ Supporter: $50   _____ Other: _________

Name ____________________________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To donate by Credit Card: Type of Card _______________________ Account# _____________________________ Ex. Date ________________

Name on Card ___________________________________________ Signature _____________________________________________________

2015 Season’s 
Home Devil Dog 
Football Games 

9/4 Dogs vs Russellville

9/11 Dogs vs Pottsville

10/2 Dogs vs Vilonia

10/16 Dogs vs Farmington

10/30 Dogs vs LR Christian
(all games begin at 7:00 pm)
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The arena would serve 
as the high school and 
junior high safe room 
and could be used for 
graduations, sporting 
events, and community 
meetings,
Superintendent Shawn-
Halbrook said all schools 
would be enclosed so 
that students would not 
have to go outside to get 
to different areas of the 
campus or access the 
safe rooms. All of the 
safe rooms would be 
open to the public dur-
ing tornado warnings. 
Halbrook also stressed 
the need for improved 
security at the district’s 
schools, both from natu-

The South Conway Coun-
ty School District is seek-
ing a 3.9 mill property 
tax increase to fund pro-
posed improvements on 
four district campuses.
The improvements are 
projected to cost ap-
proximately $24 million.
The construction proj-
ects  would include 
building safe rooms on 
the primary, elemen-
tary, and high school 
campuses, installing en-
hanced security features 
at all school entrances, 
improved parking, and 
a new arena/multipur-
pose building to be built 
between Morrilton Junior 
and Senior High Schools.

South Conway County
Public School Foundation

P.O. Box 318
Morrilton, Arkansas 72110
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ral disasters and human 
threats such as school 
shootings.
The South Conway Coun-
ty School District cur-
rently has the second 
lowest millage in the 
surrounding area. 
The Foundation Board 
of Directors invited John 
Gibson, president of the 
school board, to share 
details of the district’s 
plan and answer ques-
tions from the board 
members. After discss-
ing the issue the South 
Conway County Pub-
lic School Foundation 
Board voted to support 
the district’s millage re-
quest.


